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Ronnie Leavitt


Curriculum Vitae – short version
Ronnie Leavitt

143 Twin Hills Drive

Longmeadow, MA  01106

(413) 567‑0558

Birthdate:  April 13, 1947

Birthplace:  New York, NY

EDUCATION
9/64 ‑ 10/68
Boston University, Sargent College, Boston, MA.  Bachelor of Science Degree and Physical Therapy Certificate (B.S.)

9/73 ‑ 5/75
Columbia University, School of Public Health, Division of Health Care and Hospital Administration, New York, NY.  Master's of Public Health (M.P.H.)

9/82 ‑ 5/88
University of Connecticut, Department of Medical Anthropology, Storrs, CT.  Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph.D.)  (Dissertation Title:  Health Beliefs and Behaviors of Families with Disabled Children in Rural Jamaica)

EMPLOYMENT
8/79 ‑ Present
University of Connecticut, School of Allied Health Professions, Storrs, CT.  Clinical Associate Professor.  Major responsibilities include teaching Health Care Issues for the Allied Health Professional, Cross-Cultural Health Care, Women’s Health, Growth and Development Across the Lifespan, and Disability Studies.  Previously taught clinical physical therapy theory and procedures for children and adults with neurological disabilities.  Special area of expertise in cultural competence, cross-cultural and international health care.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
1997
Culture Shock:  Developing Cultural Competence for the 21st Century.  Miami.  January 1997.

1997
Special Consideration When Working in a Cross-Cultural Environment.  Allegany University.  July 1997.

1997 
Racism Awareness Workshop.  University of Rhode Island.  October 1997.

1997
Spanish Language and Culture Infusion into the Curriculum.  APTA, CSM, February, 1997.

1998
Cultural Considerations When Considering an International Experience. CSM, Boston, MA. February 1998.

1998 - 2003
Racism Awareness Workshop.  University of Rhode Island.  One time per year.

1999
Developing Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy. APTA, CSM.  Seattle, WA. February 1999.

1999
Developing Cultural Competence for the 21st Century.  Santa Barbara, CA.

2000
Developing Cultural Competence for the 21st Century (for Clinical Educators).  Lowell, MA.


Springfield, MA.

2001
Appreciating Diversity: Treating members of the Diverse Latino and Hispanic Cultures in the Clinic,


APTA, CSM.  San Antonio, TX.  February 2001

2001
Developing Cultural Competence in Academic Setting, National Clinical Education Conference,


San Francisco, CA.  March 2001.

2001
Developing Cultural Competence in the Academic Setting, NYU, Department of OT.  March 2001. 

2001
Cultural Competence in the Clinical Setting, NY, Metro Region O.T.  Clinical Educators, Dec. 2001.

2002
The Culture of Disability, APTA, Boston, Feb.

2002
Developing Cultural Competence, Touro College, NY, June 2002.

2002
Does the Squeaky Wheel Get the Grease or the Duck That Quacks the Loudest Get Shot?, MPTA,


October.

2002
Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy Practice, CPTA, November.

2003
Cultural Competence:  What do we need to know?  Columbia University, Oct.

2003
Cultural Competence: Understanding Our Own Culture.  University of Rhode Island. Nov.

2004
Cultural Considerations in Preparation for an International Experience.  APTA, CSM, Nashville, TN, February

2004
Cultural Competence in Clinical Settings.  Syracuse Univ., NY.  President’s Diversity Forum, Sept.

2004
Cultural Competence in Management of Pain.  American Academy of Physical Medicine and


Rehabilitation, Phoenix, AZ.

2004
Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy, SMD NJ, School of Physical Therapy.

2004
What Every PT and PTA Needs to Know About Cultural Competence, APTA NJ.

2005
Cultural Competence in a Multicultural World, Univ. of Alabama, Birmingham, Oct.

2005
Racism Awareness Workshop, URI, Oct.

2005
Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy, SMDNJ, School of Physical Therapy, Nov.

2005
Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy, Columbia University, School of Physical Thrapy, Nov.

2006
Developing Cultural Competence Through International Volunteer Work.  APTA, CSM, San Diego, Feb.

2006
Physical Therapy and the Patient of Hispanic/Latino Origin: Moving Toward Cultural Proficiency.  APTA, Orlando, June
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
1986
International Health ‑ A Physical Therapist Visits Bangladesh.  Clinical Management, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp 16-19, 1986.

1990
The Appreciation of Cultural Diversity:  How to Integrate Content into the Curriculum.  In Curriculum Approaches to Integrating Cultural Diversity.  SAHP & Geriatric Education Center of the Travelers Center on Aging, 1990.

1992
Disability and Rehabilitation in Rural Jamaica:  An Ethnographic Study.  Published by Associated University Presses, Rutherford, NJ.

1993
Invited Guest Editorial.  Physiotherapy Theory and Practice.  (1993) 9: 1-2. 

1995
Physical Therapy.  In Community Rehabilitation Services for People with Disabilities.  Edited by Karan and Greenspan ‑ Andover Medical Publication.

1995
The Development of Rehabilitation Services and Suggestions for Public Policy in Developing Nations.  Pediatric Physical Therapy, Winter 1995; 7: 112-118.

1995
Race, Ethnicity and Other Factors Influencing Children's Health and Disability: Implications for Pediatric Physical Therapists.  Pediatric Physical Therapy, Fall 1995; 7: 175-183.

1996
Physical Therapy in a Different Culture.  Physiotherapy Theory and Practice. 1996; 12: 113-117.

1999
Cultural Considerations When Treating a Diverse Patient Population: Developing Cultural Competence.  Orthopedic Clinics in P.T., 1999; Vol 8: #2.

1999
Cross-Cultural Rehabilitation:  An International Perspective.  Editor and contributor - Saunders Pub.

2002
Developing Cultural Competence in a Multicultural World.  Part I. P.T. Magazine, December 2002.

2003
Cultural Competence when working with Elderly of Hispanic Origin.  Geriatrics Home Study Course, Section on Geriatrics, APTA. 

2003
Developing Cultural Competence in a Multicultural World.  Part II.  P.T. Magazine, January 2003.

2003
Cultural Competence in Community Based Rehabilitation.  In press.  Edited by Thorburn and Marfo.
2004
Cultural Competence: An Essential Element of Primary Health Care.  Primary Care for the Physical Therapist: Examination and Triage.  Edited by William Boissonnault.

2005
B. Williams, J. Bezner, S. Chesbro and R. Leavitt.  The Effect of a Behavioral Contract on Adherence to a Walking Program in Postmenopausal African American Women.  Topics in Geriatric Rehabilitation. Vol. 21, No. 4, pp. 332-342.
2006 
Cultural Considerations for Jewish Clients.  In:  Developing Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy


Practice.  Edited by Black, Latenzi & Purnell, F.A. Davis.

2006
Disability Across Cultures.  In:  Developing Cultural Competence in Physical Therapy Practice.  Edited

by Latenzi & Purnell.

2006
Cross-Cultural Meaning of Disability.  In:  Culture in Rehabilitation.  Edited by Royer and Crabtree.


Pearson/Prentice Hall.

2006
B. Williams, J. Bezner, S. Chesbro and R. Leavitt.  The Effects of a Walking Program on Perceived


Benefits and Barriers to Exercise in Postmenopausal African-American Women.   Geriatric Physical


Therapy.  In Press.

HONORS AND AWARDS

April 2000
Golden Apple Award for Clinical Application

April 2001-03
Appointed to APTA Committee on Cultural Competence

October 2001
APTA Diversity Award to APTA Health Policy Section, CCISIC.

2003
Deans Leadership Award for Work to Foster Multiculturalism (May)

2003
Marcus Garvey Award.  Humanitarian Award given by St. Martins Episcopal Church,


Hartford, CT  Nov.

2003
Appointed to APTA, committee to Eliminate Health Disparities.

2005
Golden Apple Award for Service and Leadership

2005
Jewish Family Service Annual Award.  Given for work with Somali immigrants.

CONSULTATIVE AND ADVISORY POSITIONS HELD
1980
One month volunteer service, Bangladesh, CARE-MEDICO

1981
One month volunteer service, Dominican Republic, CARE-MEDICO

1983-1988
CARE-MEDICO Advisory Board

1986
Two month's volunteer service and research, Jamaica, Orthopedics Overseas

1986
Two weeks volunteer service, Brazil, Partners of the Americas

1987
One month volunteer service and research, Jamaica

1989
One month volunteer service and research, Ethiopia

1993
Two weeks teaching in Vietnam.  U.S. AID Supported.  H.V.O. Organized.

1994
One week teaching and consultation, Brazil, Partners of the Americas.  

1995
One week volunteer service in Jamaica - evaluation of potential P.T.O. site.

1995
Two weeks volunteer service in Vietnam - evaluation of potential PTO site.

1996
International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics Needs Assessment and Project Evaluation Workshop.

2000
Three weeks volunteer service with University of Connecticut P.T. students, Jamaica.

2001
Two weeks volunteer service with AFICIA, Ghana.

2001-2002
Outside Consultant, Ithaca College, Internationalizing the Curriculum

2003
Two weeks volunteer service with University of Connecticut P.T. students, Jamaica

2003
Outside Consultant, Ithaca College, Internationalizing the Curriculum.  March.

2003
Consultant to University of Rhode Island, Diversity Committee for Dept. of Health


and Human Services.

2003
One week volunteer Service.  Abacco, The Bahamas with Every Child Counts Community School.

2004
Two weeks volunteer service with University of Connecticut P.T. Students, Jamaica, January

2004
Two weeks volunteer service with University of Connecticut P.T. Students, Jamaica, November

2005
Two weeks volunteer service with University of Connecticut P.T. Students, Jamaica, December
CONTINUING EDUCATION

2003
Cross National Disability Research, CIRRIE. Washington, D.C.

2003
Disability Across the Lifespan, NIH, Washington, D.C.

2004
Disability Across the Lifespan, Combined Sections Meeting, APTA, Nashville, TN

2006
International Health Care, Yale U, April

SERVICES TO THE UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE/SCHOOL AND PROFESSION – Related to Cultural Competence and


International Health 
1985
Co Founder, Cross Cultural and International Special Interest Group, (CCISIG).  Health Policy Section, APTA.

1993-1997
Co-founder, Physical Therapy Overseas (P.T.O.) Member 1st Steering Committee, Liaison with APTA.

1996-1997
Vice-Chair, Cross Cultural and International Special Interest Group, (CCISIG).  Health Policy Section, APTA.

1998-2004
Chair, Cross Cultural and International Special Interest Group, (CCISIG).  Health Policy Section, APTA.

2000
APTA, Advisory Committee on Minority and International Affairs.
2001-2003
APTA, Committee on Cultural Competence

2001
UCONN Faculty Human Rights Planning Comm.

2004
APTA, Committee to Eliminate Health Disparities

2003-present
Social Action Committee, Chair.  Working on immigrant resettlement project.
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