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Current Achievement GapCurrent Achievement Gap

NAEP  DataNAEP  Data

Blacks four grades behind WhitesBlacks four grades behind Whites
1/51/5thth of Whites are reading at the Below Basic levelof Whites are reading at the Below Basic level
1/51/5thth of Blacks are reading at the  Proficient/Advanced levelof Blacks are reading at the  Proficient/Advanced level
34 34 –– 1 ratio of Whites to Blacks in Advanced1 ratio of Whites to Blacks in Advanced
Top 5% of Blacks are at the bottom 1/3 of Whites in mathematicsTop 5% of Blacks are at the bottom 1/3 of Whites in mathematics

In 1988 the achievement gap was cut in half (Roach, 2004;In 1988 the achievement gap was cut in half (Roach, 2004;
ThernstromThernstrom & & ThernstromThernstrom, 2003)., 2003).

Blacks born around 1971, first grade around 1977 (Blacks born around 1971, first grade around 1977 (GrissmerGrissmer,       ,       
Flanagan & Williamson, 1998) .Flanagan & Williamson, 1998) .

Historical OverviewHistorical Overview

Nation at Risk (1983)Nation at Risk (1983)

�� General program of study had increased from 12 percent in 1964 General program of study had increased from 12 percent in 1964 
to 42 percent in 1979. to 42 percent in 1979. 

�� About 23 percent of the more selective colleges and universitiesAbout 23 percent of the more selective colleges and universities
reported that their general level of selectivity declined duringreported that their general level of selectivity declined during the the 
1970s. 1970s. 

�� Compared to other nations, American students spend much less Compared to other nations, American students spend much less 
time on school work.time on school work.
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Historical OverviewHistorical Overview

Sandia Report (1991)Sandia Report (1991)

�� From 1870From 1870--1965, there was a sharp increase in graduation 1965, there was a sharp increase in graduation 
rates.rates.

�� Dropout rates from 1968Dropout rates from 1968--19891989

Whites  17% Whites  17% -- 12%12%

Blacks   28% Blacks   28% -- 14%14%

�� Significant dropouts were among low SES and urban and rural Significant dropouts were among low SES and urban and rural 
youth regardless of raceyouth regardless of race

Historical OverviewHistorical Overview

Head Start (1965)Head Start (1965)

Perry Preschool project (1962Perry Preschool project (1962--1967)1967)

Carolina Abecedarian Project (1972Carolina Abecedarian Project (1972--1985)1985)

1967 (750k), 1977 (350k) 1997(750)1967 (750k), 1977 (350k) 1997(750)



4

Social TheorySocial Theory

Social disorganization theorySocial disorganization theory

-- Shaw & McKay (1942)Shaw & McKay (1942)

-- crime remained with population turnovercrime remained with population turnover

-- pooling resources for social controlpooling resources for social control

-- poverty, mobility, diversity, singlepoverty, mobility, diversity, single--parent             parent             

households households 

Social TheorySocial Theory

DisorganizationDisorganization ControlControl
--
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Social TheorySocial Theory

Ties Ties ------------------------------------------------------ CapitalCapital

The density of social ties is an indicator of 
the amount of community social capital 
(Sampson, Morenoff, & Earls, 1999).  

Resources that can be generated by 
individuals through their membership in 
networks  (Bourdieu,1986) 

Coleman (1990) argued that the lack of 
social capital is a primary feature of a 
socially disorganized community.  

Social TheorySocial Theory
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Strong ties Strong ties –– informal socializinginformal socializing and and faithfaith --based based 
engagementengagement

Weak ties Weak ties –– social trust, intersocial trust, inter --racial trust, racial trust, diversity diversity 
of friendshipsof friendships , and protest politics, and protest politics

Strong tie communities had smaller achievement Strong tie communities had smaller achievement 
gaps while weak tie communities often had gaps while weak tie communities often had 
larger achievement gapslarger achievement gaps

Madyun, N. & Lee, M. (draft). Effects of Social Ties on Racial AMadyun, N. & Lee, M. (draft). Effects of Social Ties on Racial Achievement Gap: chievement Gap: 
Inquiry of Contested Social Theories. Inquiry of Contested Social Theories. 

Social Networks and AchievementSocial Networks and Achievement

Social Networks and AchievementSocial Networks and Achievement

The more diverse the social network, the The more diverse the social network, the 
greater the health (Cohen, greater the health (Cohen, BrissetteBrissette, , 
SkonerSkoner, & Doyle, 2000)., & Doyle, 2000).

The achievement attitude of individuals in The achievement attitude of individuals in 
the social network is critical (the social network is critical (LevittLevitt et. al, et. al, 
1995).1995).
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Universal Instructional Universal Instructional 
DesignDesign

Definition of Universal Definition of Universal 
Design Design 

Universal Design is the design of Universal Design is the design of 
products and environments to be products and environments to be 
usable by all people, to the usable by all people, to the 
greatest extent possible, without greatest extent possible, without 
the need for adaptation or the need for adaptation or 
specialized designspecialized design

Source: The Center for Universal Design (1997)Source: The Center for Universal Design (1997)
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Definition of Definition of 
Universal Instructional DesignUniversal Instructional Design

CAST (Center for Applied Special Technology)

“The basic premise of universal 
instructional design is that curriculum 
should include alternatives to make it 
accessible and applicable to students 
with different backgrounds, learning 
styles, abilities and disabilities.”

The The ““universaluniversal”” in universal design in universal design 
does notdoes not imply that one size fits all; imply that one size fits all; 

instead, it stresses the need for instead, it stresses the need for 
flexible, customizable content, flexible, customizable content, 

assignments and activities.assignments and activities.

CAST (Center for Applied Special Technology)
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Universal Instructional DesignUniversal Instructional Design
Create a respectful learning environmentCreate a respectful learning environment

Determine essential course componentsDetermine essential course components

Establish clear expectations and feedbackEstablish clear expectations and feedback

Develop natural supports for learning, Develop natural supports for learning, 
including through use of technologyincluding through use of technology

Use multiple teaching strategiesUse multiple teaching strategies

Provide multiple types of opportunities to Provide multiple types of opportunities to 
demonstrate knowledgedemonstrate knowledge

Encourage contact between students and Encourage contact between students and 
teachers/facultyteachers/faculty

Source: North Carolina State University, 1997; based on Source: North Carolina State University, 1997; based on 

ChickeringChickering & & GamsonGamson, 1987, 1987

African American academic African American academic 
networksnetworks

African American students are more likely African American students are more likely 
than White students to have a less diverse than White students to have a less diverse 
social network (Pike & social network (Pike & KuhKuh, 2006; , 2006; 
DD’’AugelliAugelli & & HersbererHersberer, 1993) , 1993) 

Diverse social network provide a more Diverse social network provide a more 
thorough and affirming awareness of thorough and affirming awareness of 
African Americans own academic ability African Americans own academic ability 
(Antonio, 2001)(Antonio, 2001)
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Bourdieu characterized Bourdieu characterized habitushabitus as as ““an ideal type an ideal type 
of action that is habitual, practical, tacit, of action that is habitual, practical, tacit, 
dispositional, and at the same time structureddispositional, and at the same time structured””
(Bourdieu, 1977).  (Bourdieu, 1977).  

These tacit behaviors are programmed actions These tacit behaviors are programmed actions 
and reactions to specific contexts and are and reactions to specific contexts and are 
developed through social (relationships) and developed through social (relationships) and 
cultural (knowledge) capital (Swartz, 1997). cultural (knowledge) capital (Swartz, 1997). 

Social Networks: critical academic Social Networks: critical academic 
areas areas 

In class groupsIn class groups

Course takingCourse taking

ClubsClubs

Parent involvement Parent involvement 
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What are Essential Components?What are Essential Components?

� The outcomes (skills, knowledge, and 
attitudes) all students must demonstrate 
with or without using accommodations to 
be evaluated in a nondiscriminatory 
manner

� Outcome, not process

To determine the  Essential Components  To determine the  Essential Components  
consider the following:consider the following:

The purposeThe purpose

Outcomes absolutely required of all studentsOutcomes absolutely required of all students

Methods that most effectively address the Methods that most effectively address the 
essential outcomesessential outcomes

Effective measures that allow you to fairly Effective measures that allow you to fairly 
evaluate evaluate allall studentsstudents
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In class groupsIn class groups

Course takingCourse taking

ClubsClubs

Parent involvement Parent involvement 

Social Networks: critical academic Social Networks: critical academic 
areas areas 

Social IntegrationSocial Integration

Leveraging student expertiseLeveraging student expertise

SemiSemi--random vs. intentional groupingrandom vs. intentional grouping

Integrative assignment across levelsIntegrative assignment across levels

Social and learning spacesSocial and learning spaces

SuperSuper--ordinate club activitiesordinate club activities

Leveraging parent expertiseLeveraging parent expertise
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